Rural energy use and consumption patterns will be examined from economic, demographic, and transportation perspectives. Sessions on rural energy use and conservation will address the present and future availability of conventional fuels and the effects of increased conservation and supply extending practices such as on-premises utilization of wood and waste products. Alternative energy resources will be explored, including dilute energy sources (solar, wind, and water), biomass conversion, and possible lignite utilization. Finally, the impacts of shifting energy patterns, increased energy costs, and energy and materials shortages on the prices of agricultural commodities will provide an opportunity for a discussion of how rural America can cope with the economic stress resulting from the changing energy environment. The workshop, chaired by Roger Revelle, brought together 87 participants from a wide variety of disciplines in the physical, biological, and social sciences. The meeting was a first effort to identify the benefits and costs of increased atmospheric carbon dioxide and a climate change which such an increase might bring about. An attempt was made to conceptualize the significant questions, identify gaps in the understanding of impacts, and recommend research which might fill those gaps.
Panel discussions considered possible climate change scenarios and resultant effects on ocean dynamics and ocean biota, especially fisheries, and the cryosphere; on the unmanaged biosphere; on the range of plant and crop responses and agricultural production; on societal and institutional responses; and economic benefits, costs, and geopolitical implications.
The report of the Annapolis workshop is available on request from David M. Bums, director, Climate Project, at the AAAS address.
SWARM Meeting
The following is from the report ofJoseph A. Schufle (New Mexico Highlands University), secretary, SWARM Division, AAAS.
The 55th The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation of New York City has generously granted $250,000 to the AAAS toward the costs of expanding its public information program. The AAAS Board plans to apply the grant to second-stage start-up costs of SCIENCE 80, the new AAAS magazine of science and technology for a general public readership. Edward E. David, Jr., AAAS Board Chairman, said, "The Mellon Foundations's support of our public information program is welcome not only for financial reasons but as confirmation of the priority we now place on communicating science effectively to the public which supports it year in and year out."
